By Now the World Knows!
 
For anyone who knows even a slight amount about racing and race car drivers, it is an established fact that every car driver gets on the track thinking (if nothing more, at least for a brief moment) that this race could be the last they ever experience, while hoping it will not be.  This past Sunday afternoon at the IndyCar’s season-ending race at Las Vegas Motor Speedway, two-time Indy 500 winner Dan Wheldon died when his car got caught up in a 15-car pileup.  Dan’s car “sailed over another vehicle” and smashed into a catch fence as it burst into flames.  The British IndyCar champion died of what was described as “un-survivable injuries” after being airlifted from the track to the medical center.  His wife Susie, and their two sons, Sebastian, two, and six-month-old Oliver, along with his two brothers and a sister were at his bedside when he died.
 
Along with Dan’s personal expressed feelings, numerous other drivers were concerned as well as they spoke of the dangers of a crowed 34-car field and the huge worry of a series of overly aggressive drivers for the 200-lap race.  Other concerns in addition to the fast speeds were the “cramped conditions on the oval shaped track which is a 1.5 mile-long Motor Speedway track, which is 60% shorter than the one used for Indy-33 races.  For this race 34 cars were crowded onto the track, which may have caused a deadly combination of the number, as well as the lighting fast speeds and fierce competition.  The fiery pile up on the 11th lap of the race was caused by contact on Turn 2 and ultimately sucked in almost half of the race’s 34 participants.  In addition to questions being asked about the safety of the course, additional questions were being asked if Wheldon was pushing himself too hard after a difficult season.  He has started in last position but with an offer of $5million bonus for drivers who win from the back of the grid, Dan had already weaved his way through ten cars before going into, and over the back of another race car.  Reports state that he was in a strong position to push for a victory and as a proud family man, the $5million would have been a big help to support his wife and children who had started a new life with him in the U.S.
 
In reading about Dan Wheldon’s life story, I found nothing (as yet) to indicate whether he had a personal life-changing relationship with Jesus or not.  Obviously, for anyone who has, we can only trust that somewhere, someone, shared the truth of the Gospel with him that Jesus not only loved him, but died and rose again for him, and has offered eternal life to not only he as an individual, but to every person on earth that will open their heart to Him.  When a person does accept Jesus as their personal Savior, the Scriptures teach that the Holy Spirit immediately moves in to that person’s life.  One of the most amazing works the Holy Spirit then does according to I Cor. 2:10 is that He “searches all things.”  As He “dwells in” a person (I Cor. 3:16) according to John 14:26 He becomes our “Comforter,” and will, at times “speak to us” by way of a sense of direction…a little nudge in our inner person…or, if you will, a check in our spirit that we are, or are not to do, go, or say something.  I remember a family member who would often say things such as; “I shouldn’t say this…” and then go right ahead and say what they had an inner witness that they should not be saying.  Often times that is one way the Holy Spirit will work in a person’s life that is open to His voice.
 
Could any of the areas of quotes from Dan Wheldon apply here?  Maybe, or maybe not!  However, it appears to me that we can still learn a lesson with this example, and then perhaps, find areas of our own life where it’s teaching can be applied.  Here’s a sample from IndyCar chief executive Randy Bernard at a press conference following Wheldon’s death.  Bernard said, “Mr. Wheldon had become ‘frustrated’ before the race with technical problems in the number 77 Bowers & Wilkins Magnolia/William Rast Dallara/Honda car.”  In speaking of the race to be, he said; “It’s actually been a very difficult weekend for us so far,” and in speaking for himself and the team he said, “It is incredibly frustrating, both for me and them.”  Dan Wheldon’s final statement was, “It’s going to be a pack race, and you never know how that’s going to turn out.”  For Dan, husband, father of two, and only 33 years old, Dan Wheldon is now in eternity…somewhere.  Either with the Lord or separated from Him forever.
 
As in my heart I felt the wrenching taking place thinking of the huge loss for his two precious little boys, and his wife Susie, my thoughts and attention immediately turned to another young man, at the same age of 33 was also in the “race” of his life.  Of course, not the same type of race, but a race as well.  A race to help the world, then and now, to see that each man, woman, boy, and girl, are, themselves, literally in the race of their life, and that each person, if they will follow His ways and rules for life, will live and complete their race with dignity, high-five’s, and future rewards well beyond whatever dollar figure could ever be offered.   
 
 “By Now the World Knows” about this One called Jesus, but it sure won’t do any harm for each one who reads this CRA Moment to determine to find someone this very day who may need a reminder of all He did for them.  Unlike the tragedy that happened at the IndyCar race in Las Vegas; you just may find a tragedy averted in that person’s life.
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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