God Is Not Angry With You!
                              
Have you ever questioned if God is angry with you?  If you listen to many sermons today, you leave the service thinking that God is, indeed, angry with you.  There are well known and respected leaders who have said that God is so angry with us and the USA that if He were not to judge us, He would need to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah. That is simply not accurate!  First of all, God doesn’t need to apologize to anyone!  He’s God!  To consider His need to apologize is the same as saying He did something He’s sorry for, and now, because He has been ‘blind sighted’ by nations that are as bad or worse, He must “apologize” for His actions.  We need to put our spiritual thinking caps on and get into the Word of God to see the error of such thinking.  II Samuel 22:31 says, “As for God, His way is perfect.”  Psalm 18:30 reads, “As for God, His way is perfect; the word of the Lord is proven…”  Perfect in the dictionary is explained as being “the best possible type or standard, without any faults or mistakes.”  That’s our God!
                                  
Others think of the wrath of God when they, or another family member is sick, and that God is trying to teach some kind of lesson by way of that sickness.  Another “popular” but wrong thinking is, “With all these calamites; hurricanes, tsunami’s; earthquakes; floods, tornadoes; God must be pouring out His wrath letting us know how unhappy He is.”  Some have even spoken such ill-gotten words as, “It seems like the devil is in charge of everything!  Our whole world is going to pot!”  It’s time for the believer to toss aside their religious ideas, as well as age-old traditions and teaching (even when it may have come from a lovable grandmother) allowing nothing more than the Word of God to speak to our hearts.  Issues such as those mentioned come from the devil!  Jesus went about “healing all the sick, diseased, and crippled.”  None of these came from God to “teach us a lesson,” if so, then Jesus was working in direct opposition with His Father because He went throughout the land healing and setting men free.  God is not angry at you!  He is not looking down at us out of heaven, waiting and watching for us to foul up.  
 
It is correct that in the Old Testament there are scriptural verses that express the “wrath” of God toward the ungodly and sinners who do not turn from their evil and sinful ways.  Before the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, God was at war against man’s sins.  Time after time in the Old Testament his wrath came upon people because of their sin.  However, when Jesus came to this earth as a man, giving His life as a ransom; it was then the wrath of the Heavenly Father was kindled towards us.  That means that all of your sins and mine were laid upon the back of God’s Son Jesus when He went to the cross.  Peter wrote in his letter in 1 Peter 2:24 that Jesus “Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness…” and reminding us that Jesus took upon Himself ALL our sins.  All!  Every one!  While that doesn’t free us to go and live in whatever manner we desire, it does mean that for those sins we will confess and repent of, they are all nailed to the cross as Jesus took our place.
                            
The wrath of God is no longer poured out on those who are born-again believers because Father God now looks at believers through the cleansing blood of His Son Jesus and the cross.  God’s wrath for sins we’ve confessed was placed upon the back of Jesus.  Do you see why it’s so important to accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior?  He paid the supreme price for you.  Paul said it this way in II Corinthians 5:17-18, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold all things have become new.  Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ…”  The word reconciliation means settlement; resolution; appeasement; bringing together; or reunion that has been made.  A ceasefire, if you will!  II Corinthians 5:17-18 in the NLT Bible reads, “This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person.  The old life is gone; a new life has begun!  And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ.”  I especially like the way this verse in the CEV reads:  “Anyone who belongs to Christ is a new person.  The past is forgotten, and everything is new.  God has done it all!  He sent Christ to make peace between himself and us…”  We’ve been brought into harmony with Father God!
                         
God’s wrath has been appeased, or in other words calmed; pacified; smoothed out; quieted; alleviated; diminished or curbed.  While an individual who hasn’t accepted and received all that Jesus did and made available for them is not reconciled to God, nonetheless, God has done His part.  Jesus paid the price even though justice demanded our punishment, and therefore, ‘God Is Not Angry With You’ and all we must do is receive that payment that’s been made.
                                               
“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us”. And then, “having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him” (Rom. 5:8-9). “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (II Cor. 5:21).  
 
God is not angry with you…He loves you enough that He gave His only Son for you!
                         
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                             
Dale & Jeannie 
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