I Didn’t Say It!  He Did!
                                    
For generations we’ve heard these words… so much, so often, that those words have put many to sleep because of their familiarity.  Might it just be that is one reason why we’re admonished in the book of Romans 13: 11, “…knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed,” and Ephesians 5:14, “Therefore He says; ‘Awake, you who sleep, arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light.”  What exactly are these words saying to us today?  Nothing more and nothing less than what we’ve heard before, however, today the seriousness of those words is more real and timely than we could ever imagine.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
In the book of Matthew 24 Jesus alerted us to those things, which would take place prior to His return.  He said there would be cataclysmic upheavals that would take place in the world that would ultimately defy human explanation and would cause even the human heart of men to shiver and quake.  Think back only a few weeks of things taking place around this globe:  The devastating fires in Israel and the once beautiful mountain side terrain of Mt. Carmel greatly destroyed; snow storms in Europe as well as the U.S. that continue even to this day.  The flooding in Australia on a scale that boggles the mind; mud slides; torrential rain in various parts of the country and the world; birds, bees, fish, and numerous other animals dying for unknown reasons.  Then like no other time in the history of the world have so many nations turned against God’s special people and His country, the land of Israel.  How foolish!  That alone tells the story of whether a person believes in the Bible as the authoritative Word of God, for even just a few verses such as Ps. 48:2 that “Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, it Mount Zion (Jerusalem) on the sides of the north, the city of the great King,” and Ps. 87:2, “The Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.”  Ps. 122:6 reads, “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: May they prosper who love you.” (Got any idea why the nations of this world are not prospering?)  Ps. 132:13, “For the Lord has chosen Zion; He has desired it for his dwelling place:  This is My resting place forever; Here I will dwell, for I have desired it.”  Can any Bible believing, rational person who believes the Word of God think anything other than it is wisdom to take ones hands off of doing ill to the land of Israel?  Only those who do not read and do not believe the Bible!
                                          
Look for a moment at the nations that are buckling under horrendous and crippling debt.  Nations who have individuals working around the clock night and day to enrich their nuclear ability which will only add to the dangers of an unstable global situation around this universe.  Then there are the continuing wars…Iraq; Afghanistan; the nations in Asia, as well as our beloved United States of America and our bordering country of Mexico.  Drugs and alcohol that are taking the lives of un-told numbers of both adults and young people’s lives while still in the prime of life.  Sex outside of marriage transmitting various types of diseases!  The Bible warns of such if a person chooses to indulge themselves in such manner.  AID’s being transmitted in a one-to-four contact ratio of this deadly disease, all the while as the enemy of our soul has propagated the lie that the wearing of “protection” will help.  Oral sex is being indulged in by the younger generation and is listed as the number one result of throat cancer.  Slave trade, especially among the young teenage years is rampant and much occurs from, and stems from the very place on earth that you and I live.  The U.S.A!  
                                 
World leaders are void of answers!  Why?  Because far too many have rejected the Word of God for their daily living and the governing of the people they have been placed in office to help protect and oversee.  May God help and have mercy on those who are blind and attempt to lead others who blind as well.  Freedom as we have known it appears to be something that is a thing of the past.  Christians being persecuted around the world while other “religions’ and “religious people” seek to “steal, kill and to destroy” as part of their teaching while never seeing the values of mankind that God originally planned.   While thankfully we still have opportunity to attend our local churches, other followers of Jesus are being slaughtered everywhere across the Middle East and North Africa, and are even being mocked in nations that once called themselves Christians.  
 
Pastors; church leaders; writers; politicians; housewives; husbands; and yes children in today’s schools being hated and mocked because of their stand for righteousness and for loving and following the God of the Bible.  Such hatred can only be described as nothing less than the wickedness of the human heart, and as the Bible says; My own people will be hated by all men because they bear My glorious name.  And what is it that He did to receive such hatred and rejection?  Simply this:  He loved them and gave His life for them!
 
“I Didn’t Say It!  He Did!” but can we not now better understand the words of Jesus when He said, “And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved…” (Mt. 24:22).  “And Jesus answered and said…’Take heed that no one deceives you.”  It is far past time for all to take His words seriously!  
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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