Promised Results!  
 

There is truly an interesting ‘up-to-date’ story found in the book of 2 Chronicles 20 about King Jehoshaphat.  The Bible records that he had been faithful in his service and dedication to the Lord, yet, like someone reading this week’s CRA Moment, in all appearance felt the entire world had been set against him.  In Jehoshaphat’s case, he awoke one morning to find that three entire nations had joined forces with their armies to come against him with their armies with plans to totally annihilate his army.  The odds against him were overwhelming to say the least, and there was no way in the natural that his small band of dedicated men could even begin to make a ‘dent’ in those who were opposing him and his men.  2 Chronicles 20 tells us that King Jehoshaphat did an interesting, yet strange thing!  Verse 5 tells that a “new court” had been built, and he stood in that court and “… in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem…and said: ‘O Lord, God of our ancestors, you alone are the God who is in heaven.  You are ruler of all the kingdoms of the earth.  You are powerful and mighty; no one can stand against you! We can cry out to you to save us, and you will hear us and rescue us.” 

 

If necessary, each one of us needs to remind ourselves over and over that the Lord knows exactly where each one of us is at; and furthermore, He knows how and the exact time when He plans to get each one of us to the place and location where we’re to be.  Today was one of those days when I needed to remind myself, not just once or twice, but probably as many as three or four times, that in the same way God delivered Jehoshaphat in his time of need, He’s quite big enough to deliver me from any and all of my need.  If He delivered Jehoshaphat (and He did!) then He is more than able, and ready to deliver me.  And, if He’s ready and able to deliver me, then He’s more than willing and able to deliver you!  How can I say that with such assurance?  Remember back a few years with me, for it is exactly like what we learned in Sunday School when we were ‘little people’.  We know He will because the Bible tells me so!  God is no respecter of persons! If you will put His Word first place in your life and meditate on it on a regular, consistent basis, you will see that the effort you put into doing so will literally change your life for the good.  Acts 10:34, “In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality.”  Rom. 2:11, “For there is no partiality with God.”  Gal. 2:6, “God shows personal favoritism to no man,” and Eph. 6:9, “…there is no partiality with Him.”
 

Recently I sensed the Lord was speaking directly to me with a couple of verses.  First of all (this verse has been rummaging around inside me for a number of weeks now) this is what the Lord spoke to Joshua when he was about to take over all the responsibilities that had been on the shoulders of Moses.  Moses was at the end of his life and the Lord said to Joshua as the man who God had chosen to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land, that “This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth, and you shall meditate on it day and night, making sure you observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall have good success.”  As for you and me, that same promise means that the Bible is not to depart out of our life, BUT also, the truth of those words on the printed page are those that should be coming out of our mouth.  

 

The second verse (or passage) is the one mentioned at the beginning of this CRA Moment regarding King Jehoshaphat, and how he went about handling the situation that was before him and his leading of those who were following him.  “You are powerful and mighty; no one can stand against you! We can cry out to you to save us, and you will hear us and rescue us.” 

 

And what were the ‘Promised Results’?  The Lord said, “Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God’s” (2 Chron. 20:15b), and vs. 17, “You will not need to fight in this battle.  Position yourselves, STAND STILL (italics mine) and see the salvation of the Lord, who is with you.”  And in verse 21b all the people said, “Praise the Lord, for His mercy endures forever”!
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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