** ‘Thank You’ for your Christmas Gift to CRA, which by presenting your gift….you are giving a gift to ‘The Christ Child,’ ‘The Savior,’ ‘Emmanuel, God With Us,’ ‘The Risen King’.  Why? Because you are providing for ‘HIS WORD … His Saving Message’ to be proclaimed!

CRA’s online giving option: www.christianrodders-racers.org and then click on the donation button, OR you can send a check directly to CRA, PO Box 309, Valley Springs, CA 95252.  Thank you for your faithfulness to God!

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *

Where Do I Go From Here?

One of my favorite singers and voices was that of Jim Reeves.  Perhaps my reasoning, among other things is because Jim was born in the great state of Texas where I lived for a few years.  Jim’s mellow voice, authored by the Lord Himself, made such melodies that one could say it truly quieted the inner parts and anxieties of a person’s heart as they listened.  Along with his voice was even a much greater appreciation of the fact that Jim was a strong believer in, and witness for the Lord Jesus Christ.  In his bio Jim said, “Christianity is the only meaningful life to live on this earth because He died for me.  He paid a debt that I owed but couldn’t pay, and He paid it for me.  He died a very horrible and humiliating death that set me free from the slavery of sin.  There is a big difference between living in sin and occasionally doing some good, but a Christian is one who is faithful and lives a godly life.  Even when he occasionally stumbles in a moment of sin and weakness he will confess that sin and that is what I John chapter one is all about.”  You may remember one song Jim sang asking the question, “Where Do I Go From Here?”  Here are a couple of lines from the song:  “Where do I go from here?  What fate is drawing near?  Touch my heart and guide my lips in prayer.  Through the grace of God alone, I’ll cast aside these fears I’ve known.  And lift myself from the depth of deep despair.  Lead me through the darkness and through each gloomy day.  Take my hand, oh, precious Lord and help me on my way.  Give me strength that I might find, abiding faith and peace of mind, and I won’t ask where do I go from here?”        

May I ask a question?  Where do you go during times when your faith has given way to weakness and doubt?  When you go through rough periods, do you at that time ask the Lord to reveal Himself to you in a way that replaces those doubts with faith?   Perhaps even someone who is reading these words may, at this very moment be experiencing a time when your faith has been challenged and you’ve been left with overwhelming feelings of despair that have arisen causing you to question as to how you’ll even be able to go on.  If so, there is a verse in the New Testament book of Acts that speaks of the release that will help you this very day.

Acts 16:25 in the NKJV reads, “But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.”  Singing, praising, and thanksgiving all go together.  Think of it with regards to what Paul and Silas were experiencing.  They had been beaten with what the Bible says was many stripes, and then cast into prison.  As they were put in the dark, stinky, damp dungeon, their feet were placed into stocks.  Unable to move about with any sense of freedom, they were stuck…stuck right where they had been chained. Many would begin to cry out to God asking why am I here?  What have I done that's been so terrible that I deserve this kind of treatment?  Why, Lord, did you let this happen to me, after all, You know that I’ve done the best I could do to serve you, and now here I am, fastened with these chains to these prison walls.  Why, Lord?

But that’s not what we read at all!  In fact we find the very opposite coming from the lips and heart of Paul and Silas, for the Bible tells us that they “were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.”  Have you ever wondered why the Bible records this happening taking place at “midnight?”  It’s because at the “midnight” hour of your deepest desperation happening’s, despair can so easily set in.  But it is then we need to realize that we’ve crossed over into the morning hours and the Bible tells us that “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning” (Ps. 30:5).  Daylight is about to dawn!  Your help is on its way!  I don’t know what “hymns” Paul and Silas were singing, however I like to think it might have been such words of Psalm 63: 3-4 that “Your unfailing love is better than life itself; how I praise You!  I will praise You as long as I live, lifting up my hands to you in prayer.”
If there had been any other kind of praying by Paul and Silas, they would have found themselves further in, rather than further out.  They knew that God didn’t throw them in prison----the devil had his hand in that!  They also knew that when storms of life come, and the hour of testing falls, that is not the time to give up, but it’s the time to pray, praise, sing, and give thanks to God for His deliverance. “Greater is He that is within me, than he that is in the world.” 

Paul and Silas did so in Acts 16:25, and my favorite singer Jim Reeves did, as well when he sang:  “Take my hand, oh, precious Lord and help me on my way.  Give me strength that I might find, abiding faith and peace of mind, and I won’t ask where do I go from here?”

Blessings,

Psalm 20:7
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